mist. The pilot probably could not see the flash of our signal
light. At dawn we retired to a wooden cabin. It belongs to the
blacksmith who is also a poacher and who built it in a wood on
the edge of our terrain. The taxi is parked under the trees, with a
camouflaged transmitting set We exchanged messages with
London. The plane will return to-morrow night.

It rained till evening. We had nothing to eat, nothing to drink,
and very little to smoke. I got my group to while away the time
in talk.

The taxi-owner is a former aviation mechanic. As soon as he
was able to form contact with people in the resistance he put his
gasogene car and his person at its disposal. He has done a great
deal of work. He has not yet had any accident. His only adventure
is rather special.

Last year, in the chief motion picture house of the small town
where he lives, three Germans were killed by a grenade. The
Kommandatur gave notice that hostages would be shot. The
French police commissioner who belonged to no organisation and
who was simply a decent fellow called upon the German Kom-
mandant and protested that the incident in the theatre was not an
act perpetrated by the resistance but an expression of anger on
the part of soldieis returning from the Russian front against
others who had never been there. The German officer listened to
the commissaire attentively and made a bargain with him.

"I'll give you three days to prove your claim. If you don't
succeed you will be shot together with some inhabitant of the
town who is willing to vouch for you."

The commissaire accepted. He talked it over with the taxi-
owner with whom he was friendly, though without^ knowing
that the other belonged to a secret organisation. The taxi-owner
acceptedr~Two days passed. On the third, the commissaire was
able to collect irrefutable proof of what he had claimed.

"It may well be because of this affair that I haven't yet had
any mix-up with the Gestapo," the taxi-driver told me. "That
gave me a first-class alibi. You see the point. The Fritzes must
have thought no underground member would ever take such a
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